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Dear friends in Christ, 

 On Christmas Eve 46 years ago, astronauts Frank Borman, Jim Lovell 

and William Anders, aboard Apollo 8, entered lunar orbit, the first human be-

ings to do so. Millions watched and listened as they described what it was like 

to look back on Earth from that distance. They then began reading the story of 

creation from the Book of Genesis, ending with the words, “And God saw that 

it was good.” 

 The crude transmissions from that early voyage would later give way 

to brilliant color images of our planet from space. But in my estimation, for 

emotional power and spiritual force, those grainy 1968 black-and-white pictures 

are unsurpassed. For most of us, it was the first time we had been confronted 

visually with the smallness and fragility of the Earth. The nearly universal re-

sponse was a sense of our common humanity, an awareness that, regardless of 

race, nation or creed, our destinies are necessarily interconnected. 

 Would that we might hear the Christmas proclamation this year with 

that same wonder and awe! Like pictures from space, the story of Jesus’ nativity, re-

peated every year since our own births, risks becoming familiar. But what could pos-

sibly be ordinary about the God of the ages taking flesh as the son of a teenage Jewish 

virgin in a remote corner of the Roman Empire? 

 Were we to hear this Good News again as if for the first time, were we to be 

amazed once more by this startling image of God’s passionate love and longing for all 

of us, were we to remember the original goodness that God saw in all of creation—

then our response might once again be a sense of our common humanity, even in this 

year when senseless hatred and division has seemed to hold the upper hand. 

 Join me in praying that the Christmas proclamation, a grainy image transmit-

ted to us through centuries and generations, will once more astound us, perhaps  

disturb us, and certainly transform us. 

 

 Christmas blessings to you all, 

 
 

 Masses for the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God (January 1, 2017) will be 
celebrated according to the normal 
weekend Mass schedule. 

 The Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday, December 26 through 
Monday January 2. 

 If you need to contact the Parish Office 
regarding year end charitable giving, 
please email Rich Plachta at 
rplachta@ihmatlanta.org. 

2855 Briarcliff Road, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 

Through worship, education, and  
service, we continue the work of Jesus. 

phone: 404-636-1418 
fax: 404-636-4394 



Mass 
Monday–Friday: 8:30 a.m. 
Saturdays: 8:30 a.m.; 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.; 5:00 p.m.  
 
Misas en Español 
Jueves a las 7:00 p.m. 
Sabados a las 6:00 p.m. 
Domingos a la 1:30 p.m. 
 
Reconciliation 
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.  
Anytime by appointment 
 
Confesiones 
Jueves: 6:00 p.m. en español 
Cualquier día por cita. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays: 9:00 a.m. - 6:00  p.m. 
 
Adoración al Santísimo 
Jueves de 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Hora Santa en español: 6:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. 
 

Office Hours /Horas de Oficina  
Monday–Friday/ lunes a viernes 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 
Fax Number/No. de Fax 
404-636-4394  
 
Emergency No./No. de Emergencia 
770-890-5299 
 
IHM School/Escuela de IHM 
404-636-4488 
 
Website/Sitio Web 
http://www.ihmatlanta.org 
 
Social Media/Red Social 

 

Bulletin Notices 
Please submit your request 14 days in 
advance to/Envíe su anuncio por  
correo electrónico 14 días antes a:  
bulletin@ihmatlanta.org. 
 
 

 

Reading 1:   Isaiah 52:7-10 

Reading 2:  Hebrews 1:1-6 

Gospel:        John 1:1-18 

www.facebook.com/IHMAtlanta 

www.twitter.com/IHMatl 

 

†  We ask that you offer a prayer for those who have died, especially for/oremos por 

quienes murieron, especialmente por: Mary K De Lurgio, Joann Burke, Opal 

Grimes, Irene Freitas, Father Richard Kieran, Tony Leskavansky, Patrick Gavin, Abel 

Cortes Hernandez, Stan Rouse, Mike Kettle, Robert Baldonado, and Marta Espino. 

 

 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

 May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

Also, please pray for those who are sick, especially for/oremos por quienes están 

enfermos, especialmente por: Pedro Gonzalez, Carolyn Perina, Josephine DiMiceli, 

Mary Brown, Brenda Markham, Kim Littrell, Betty Allen, Francie Mooney,  

Rebecca DuVall, Patricia Hartley, Brenda Uhler, and Robert Dohnal. 

  

Saturday, December 24 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

Sunday, December 25 

Nativity of the Lord (Solemnity) 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 

12 Midnight  

9:00 a.m. 

 11:30 a.m. 

 1:30 p.m. 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

Monday, December 26 

Saint Stephen (Feast) 

Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Matthew 10:17-22 

8:30 a.m. Alice Schillinger † 

Tuesday, December 27 

Saint John (Feast) 

1 John 1:1-4; John 20:1a, 2-8 

8:30 a.m. Archbishop James P. Lyke † 

Wednesday, December 28 

The Holy Innocents (Feast) 

1 John 1:5-2:2; Matthew 2:13-18 

8:30 a.m. Shannon & Keith Nocolosi 

Thursday, December 29 

Saint Thomas Becket (Optional Memorial) 

1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 

8:30 a.m. Alaynna Keomanivong † 

Friday, December 30 

The Holy Family (Feast) 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Matthew 2:13-16, 19-23 

8:30 a.m. Marie Versane 

Saturday, December 31 

Saint Sylvester I (Optional Memorial) 

1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18 

8:30 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

Rita Briggs † 

Joan Gulick † 

All Souls in Purgatory 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 

Mary, Mother of God (Solemnity) 

Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 

2:16-21 

9:00 a.m. 

 11:30 a.m.    

1:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 

For all people of the parish 



Pastor  
Msgr. Albert Jowdy 
ajowdy@ihmatlanta.org                       Ext. 235 
 
Parochial Vicar  
Fr. Javier Muñoz 
jmunoz@ihmatlanta.org                      Ext. 228 
  
Pastoral Associate 
Deacon Bob Hauert 
bhauert@ihmatlanta.org                      Ext. 251 
 
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant 
Gaby Ramirez                                    
mperales@ihmatlanta.org                    Ext. 221 
 
Secretary 
Silvia Maldonado                                    
smaldonado@ihmatlanta.org            Ext. 240 
 
Business Manager & Finance Director     
Richard Plachta 
rplachta@ihmatlanta.org                     Ext. 245 
 
Bookkeeper 
Dona Maynard                    
dmaynard@ihmatlanta.org                 Ext. 243 
 
Director of Faith Formation 
Drew Denton, Ph.D.             
ddenton@ihmatlanta.org                    Ext. 223 
 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
Alicia Guerrero  
aguerrero@ihmatlanta.org                 Ext. 227 
 
Youth Minister 
Kathy Guerrero 
kguerrero@ihmatlanta.org                Ext. 222 
 
Faith Formation Administrative Assistant 
Olga Torres                     
otorres@ihmatlanta.org                      Ext. 236 
 
Director of Liturgy and Music  
Jeff Bush                                                       
jbush@ihmatlanta.org                          Ext. 247 
 
Liturgy and Music Associate 
Yolanda Muñoz              
ymunoz@ihmatlanta.org                      Ext. 241 
 
Communications Coordinator 
Jayna Hoffacker                            
jhoffacker@ihmatlanta.org                 Ext. 226  
 
Director of Operations  
David Claussen  
dclaussen@ihmatlanta.org      
404-636-4488                                           Ext. 235 

Professional Counseling (fee-based) is 
available in the Maloney Center at IHM 
for individuals, couples and families. 
Contact Marianela Matheus, M.Ed. at 
404-620-1492. 

IHMATLANTA.ORG  

Immaculate Conception (December 8) 

Offertory: $2,109.00 

 

December 10 & 11 
Offertory: $19,059.50 

Electronic Offertory: $14,682.54 

Total: $33,742.04 

 

 

 

 

This weekend’s second collection is for 

Catholic Charities.  Please support 

Catholic Charities to provide help and 

create hope for individuals and families 

facing challenges in our community, 

struggling on the margins of society, 

and living in poverty. 

 

The second collection next week is for 

the IHM Debt Reduction Fund. 

With just one week remaining in 2016, here are three ways that 

you can help our parish remain fiscally strong: 
 

If you made a pledge to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal back in January, 

please do your very best to fulfill that pledge by year’s end. We have now  

exceeded our parish goal for the Appeal, so the remaining payments from IHM 

parishioners will be returned to our parish, without any assessment, to help us meet 

our needs. That means that every $1.00 given to the Annual Appeal before year’s end 

is worth about $1.30 placed in the regular parish offertory! As you know, at the end of 

2015, we were able to pay an additional $200,000 toward our debt principal, due in 

part to our rebate from the Annual Appeal. Monsignor Al would love for us to take 

maximum advantage of this generous provision in the years ahead. 
 

Please consider giving an extra “Christmas 

gift” to your parish! As you know, Christmas 

and New Year’s Day fall on Sundays this year, 

and Catholics the world over are delighted that they 

will not need to return to church during those weeks 

for holy day Masses. But this also means that parish-

es will lose two major collections! We have tried to 

anticipate some shortfall in our parish budget; but in 

previous years when these Holy Days have fallen on 

Sunday, the shortfall was nearly $80,000—more than 

the salaries of both of your priests put together!  

 

Your December envelopes include two envelopes for 

Christmas Day, and two envelopes for New Year’s 

Day. Whether you use envelopes or give electroni-

cally, please consider making two offerings for parish 

support on both Sundays to help us avoid a cata-

strophic shortfall. 
 

Please also consider speaking with your tax professional about the benefits of 

appreciated stock donations. The parish gets the full cash value of the stock but 

commonly you are not taxed as many dollars as if you sold the stock and then 

donated the cash proceeds to the parish. This can be a great tax-advantaged method 

for donating to the parish. 

 

We thank you for your continued generosity  

and commitment to our parish.  

It’s easy to give! Visit our website at 

www.ihmatlanta.org and scroll over 

“Support IHM.” 



 

IHM CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Friday, January 6 
The Christmas Concert by our parish liturgical music ministers will be offered 

on Friday, January 6, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the church followed by a reception in 

the historic church. For Catholics, the Christmas season continues into the new 

year—long after our neighbors have taken down their lights and mulched their 

trees!  Keep Christmas alive in your heart as we celebrate the mystery of the 

Incarnation in song. 

 

EVERY SEASON OF LIFE 
Saturday, January 21 

As a society, we often avoid discussion of death. Yet, all of us will face the 

death of loved ones as well as our own passing.  IHM is sponsoring an event on 

Saturday, January 21, 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. in the Lower Level of the church, to 

help us consider matters surrounding the end of life. We want this to be a safe 

place where people can bring their questions and concerns about end of life is-

sues.  Proper planning helps avoid pain and conflict in families and sometimes 

with friends too.  Whether we have loved ones who depend on us, or we live 

independently, gathering information and planning can bring peace.  It ensures 

that our wishes and plans will be fulfilled, instead of leaving others wondering 

what we would have wanted.  Come, relax and learn with a trusted group of 

individual who are will share their professional advice and spiritual guidance.  

Presenters include: Nancy Coveny and Juliet Greco from the Catholic Founda-

tion of North Georgia, Stephen H. DeBaun, Esq., Ann Serrie from Hospice  

Atlanta, and Elaine Bishoff from Honey Creek Woodland, Monastery of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

GRIEFSHARE 
Wednesdays, Starting January 4 

GriefShare is a non-denominational Christian bereavement support group open 

to anyone in our community or parish.  The group meets on Wednesdays  in the 

IHM School Library, 7:00-8:45 p.m.  Contact MargaretAnn Harris at  

griefshare@ihmatlanta.org or 404-483-3559.  More information and registration 

can be found at www.ihmatlanta.org/griefshare. 

 

We are in need of volunteers to support those that are grieving!  Please  

contact MargaretAnn Harris if you would like to be involved in this ministry. 

RECYCLING DRIVE 
January 9-16 
IHM will host a recycling drive, January 9-16. 

Collection boxes will be placed beside the 

Historic Church and will be available 24 

hours each day.  This collection is open to 

everyone from the parish and school commu-

nities.  See a full list of accepted items at 

www.ihmatlanta.org. 

 
BLOOD DRIVE 
Wednesday, January 11 
Our next Red Cross blood drive will take 

place on Wednesday, January 11. Please note 

that in order to participate in our January 

drive, you must not give at any other site after 

November16. 

 

MUSTARD SEED MISSION TRIP 
IHM's Mustard Seed Communities team is 

preparing for mission number 12!  Wow!  The 

trip to Jamaica will be February 4 - 11, 2017.  

This year's missionaries are: Joanie Gross, 

Tim Buckley, April McCarthy, Kevin Drawe, 

Marty Banks, David Banks, Teresa Aluku, 

Chudi Obiekwe, Amy Moore, Linda Herbers, 

Lecie Harrison, Tracy Mancinelli, Cindy 

Taube, Traci Sargent, Kathleen Pyrce, and 

Patrick Snell.  Please pray for these missionar-

ies as they fundraise and plan for their trip.  

Look for a big blue donation bin in early Jan-

uary, and thanks to everyone who supported 

the Christmas greenery fundraiser.  We are all 

one body in Christ, and our missions thrive 

with parishioner support! 

 

For more information, please contact Joaine 

Gross at mjkcj144@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to the winners of the IHM School Christmas Card contest!   

(Left: Miguel, 4th grade. Right: Sophie, 4th grade.) 



   

Director 
Drew Denton, Ph.D. 
404-636-1418, ext. 223 
ddenton@ihmatlanta.org 
 
Coordinator 
Alicia Guerrero 
404-636-1418, ext. 227 
aguerrero@ihmatlanta.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Olga Torres 
404-636-1418, ext. 236 
otorres@ihmatlanta.org 
 

Youth Minister 
Kathy Guerrero 
404-636-1418, ext. 222 
kguerrero@ihmatlanta.org 

There will be no faith formation classes (GIFT, The Edge, Life Teen) on December 

25 or January 1.  Classes will resume on January 8.  

 

No habrán clases de catecismo el 25 de diciembre o el 1 de enero. 

Each Thursday, Dr. Louanne Bachner 
leads an informative and prayerful 

discussion of the lectionary readings 
for the following Sunday. The study 

meets in the Lower Level at two 
different times: 9:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

There will be no Scripture Study on 
Thursday, December 29. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith, please 

contact Drew Denton in the parish 
office (contact information listed 

above). 

Sundays, 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
IHM School Library 

 
We will not meet on  

December 25 or January 1 

Let the Little Children Come to Me:  

Bringing Faith to Life for our Youngest Catholics 

When your child was baptized, you promised to raise him or her in the practice of the 

Catholic faith. But what does that look like for a toddler or a preschooler?  

 

After Christmas, we’ll be holding a series of classes on this subject specifically de-

signed for parents of children ages 2-5. Come learn how to help your children pray, 

worship, and nurture a Catholic imagination during this dynamic period of their de-

velopment.  

 

Classes will be in the lower level, 10:15-11:15 a.m. each Sunday from January 22 to 

February 19.  

 

For more information, contact Rainey Jarrell at Rainey.L.Jarrell@gmail.com. 

Celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany on Sunday, January 

8 with a guided tour of artistic masterpieces that depict 

the Holy Family.  

 

Local art connoisseur Art Guilmet will offer this special 

Christmas presentation between the morning Masses 

(10:15-11:15 a.m.) in the IHM School Library.  

 

All are welcome to attend. 



 

National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence · www.ihmschool.org 

COME AND GROW WITH US! 
Attend IHM School’s  last remaining open house on Wednesday, January 25 from 

6:30 to 8:00 p.m. to see how our students are growing and learning each day.  

 

To RSVP, email: admissions@ihmschool.org.  

 

Looking for an education that will not only grow your child’s faith but  

foster a love of learning? Consider applying to IHM School.  

Applications are now being accepted for grades K-7.  

 

For more information, call 404-636-4488 or  

visit our website: http://www.ihmschool.org. 

ANNUAL CCHD MULTIMEDIA YOUTH CONTEST 
Teens in grades 7th-12th, it’s time to get your creative ideas 

out for the 2017 Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development Multimedia Youth Contest! Through the 

contest, youth can learn about poverty in the U.S., its 

causes, and our faith response with this year’s theme Being 

Neighbors in Our Common Home. Pope Francis said,  

“dear young people, do not bury your talents”. This is a 

great way to use your talents to be the voice and hands for 

others! For more information, please pick up a brochure in 

the Narthex or visit www.ihmatlanta.org/youth-ministry.  

 

TACKY SWEATER NIGHT 
We invite all teens in The Edge and Life Teen to participate 

in the annual Tacky Sweater Night on December 18th! Get 

creative and wear your tacky sweaters to Life Teen or The 

Edge. Core members are welcome to participate. Prizes for 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place will be awarded!  

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
There are no session on December 25th and January 1st. All 

sessions will resume on Sunday, January 8, 2017. We want 

to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year!   

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CATHOLIC FEST 2017 
Save the date for the Middle School Catholic Fest on March 

4, 2017! This MS Catholic Fest is a day long event that 

consist of games, talks, praise & worship and 

fellowship.  Join other middle school youth groups from 

across the Archdiocese as we gather to share, pray and 

celebrate together.  

 

Please visit www.ihmatlanta.org/youth-ministry for more 

details! 

 

CONNECT WITH US! 
@IHMATLYOUTH 

Kathy Guerrero • kguerrero@ihmatlanta.org • 404-636-1418 ext. 222 



 

 
 

 

Niños menores de 7 años, 
Los padres DEBEN registrarse antes en la 
oficina parroquial; en ese momento 
recibirán la fecha de la plática 
correspondiente y del bautismo. Al 
registrarse  deben entregar copia del 
Acta de Nacimiento de la persona que va 
a ser bautizada. 

 

 

 

 

Llamar al Padre Javier Muñoz y hacer cita 
para hablar de los   requisitos, por lo 
menos 6 meses antes de la fecha 
deseada. 
 

 
 

Jueves de 6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. en 
español, y en inglés los sábados a las 
9:00 a.m. o durante la semana haciendo 
cita con el sacerdote. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Llamar a la oficina y comunicarse con 
Yolanda Muñoz por lo menos 6 meses 
antes de la fecha deseada.   

 

 

Si no eres católico (a) o si eres mayor de 
18 años y no has recibido los 
sacramentos de Bautismo, Primera 
Comunión y Confirmación, te invitamos a 
aprender más acerca de nuestra fe. 
Comuníquese con Alicia Guerrero en la 
oficina parroquial. 
 

 
 

 

Bienvenidos a nuestra comunidad; 
visítanos en la oficina para llenar la hoja 
de registro. Es muy importante que estés 
registrado en la parroquia. 

 
 

      

      
 

 
 

    I  Lectura:  Isaías 52:7-10 
  II Lectura:  Hebreos 1:1-6 
  Evangelio:  Juan 1:1-18 
 

 
 

 
 

10 y 11 de diciembre 
Ofertorio en misa: $19,059.50 
Contribución electronica: $14,682.54 
Ofertorio total: $33,742.04 

 

La segunda colecta de hoy beneficiará a Caridades Católicas de 

Atlanta.  Caridades Católicas ayudó a casi 16.000 familias e 

individuos el año pasado. Cuando las familias apenas pueden 

mantenerse a flote, cualquier problema inesperado puede 

desequilibrar todo completamente. Dentro de un corto período 

de tiempo "ese" problema comienza a afectar casi todas las 

áreas de la vida familiar.   

 

Su donación a Caridades Católicas le permitirá a esas familias 

seguir compartiendo el regalo de la esperanza durante esta 

temporada de Navidad. Toda donación – grande o pequeña — 

alimenta la esperanza de aquellos más vulnerables y ayuda a las familias a volver al 

camino hacia la independencia.  ¡Por favor done generosamente a la segunda colecta 

de hoy! 

 

Nuestra segunda colecta el próximo fin de semana irá al Fondo de Reducción de la 

deuda de IHM. 

Sábado, 31 de diciembre 
4:00 p.m. (inglés) 

6:00 p.m. (español) 

 

 

Domingo, primero de enero de 2017 
9:00 a.m. (inglés) 

11:30 a.m. (inglés) 

1:30 p.m. (español) 

5:00 p.m. (inglés) 

El Concierto Navideño presentado por los ministerios liturgicos sera el viernes, 6 de 

enero, 2017 a las 7:00 p.m. en la iglesia y después tendremos un recepción en salón 

parroquial. Para los católicos, la temporada Navideña continua hasta el año entrante—

¡mucho despues de que nuestros vecinos quitan sus luces y arboles navideños!  Man-

tengan la Navidad viva en sus corazones mientras celebramos el misterio de la Encar-

nación.  


